STING

A great sense of relief and calm swept over Daniel as the taxi sped
from Tel Aviv International towards Jerusalem and his little apartment.
The familiar sights and sounds gave him revived strength and great comfort.
He realized his own involvement in the power conflict was costly, at a
personal price. But after returning to the land of destiny, he knew
the cost was really minimal for the payback. Indeed he was already
willing to give everything and more.

The neighborhood, the flights of stairs, sounds of the children, all
were a delight to Daniel and refreshing. As he entered his apartment the
cat came scampering towards him like a little kitten. He picked it up
and sat in the favorite chair stroking the fur. Tears of release formed
in his eyes and rolled down his cheeks. The stresses of the last weeks
had been crushing. And he wept freely. Now at last the final task was
at hand. He wondered if he could possible survive the confrontation.
With the security in and around the Complex so tight there would be
"hell to pay" with the assassination of Europe's Man. But Daniel could
only focus on what would happen if nothing were done and these egomaniacs
were left free to pursue the lusts for power and control. "Yes!" he
thought. "That would be real hell on earth!" And he wiped his cheeks.

Daniel thought of the paperback in his pocket. He grabbed for it
and opened the section that spoke of Israel's history in light of prepara-
tion to receive the Messiah and his revelation to all the world. A hunger
was awakened deep within him and somehow this small book was satisfying
it. He poured over the remaining pages and took to heart what was written.
He finally was beginning to understand what Joseph and Julie were going
through. All the excitement and vitality of these Messianic gatherings
in so many of the cities of Israel. Their joyful presence at the Temple
festivals. Their impressive solidarity in the face of pressure from
the Orthodox politicians and vengeful, jealous rabbis. They claimed
they were experiencing the beginning of the presence of the Spirit of
the Messiah in the land as preparation for his actual return as hailed

by the ancient misunderstood prophets. It was all real! And suddenly
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