FRIENDSHIP STORY

Long ago in a beautiful palace of jewels crowned by Living Light, something
wonderful and something marvelous took place. One of those one in a lifetime
happenings, or rather once in an eternity happenings which spills joy and happiness over
the parade of endless days to follows. One of those breathtaking pictures of majesty that
makes all of your insides turn into fluttering butterflies and your legs become weak and
rubbery from awe. It is like coming suddenly upon something which overwhelms your
senses with wordless beauty; a holiness which floods throughout the Universe tumbling
wonder upon wonder like a giant snowball rolling down a mountainside growing bigger
and bigger until it gets so big that it blots out the sun. And even the moon and the stars!
Yet, it leaves everything warmer and brighter than ever even imagined or dreamed.

In the golden throne room of this glowing palace, an intimate conversation took place
among three royal ones. These were like none that had ever existed. They breathed love.
They ate and drank love. They even clothed themselves within the joy of that same love.
And from that jeweled throne room radiated a love that beamed like blinding sunlight
anywhere and everywhere. It covered just like the water that covers the great oceans.

Out of this greatest of loves grew an eternally living thought which caused even more
joy to leap from their hearts:

“Why don’t we, "they said, “make living creatures who can know our love. And in
knowing our love become like us, giving our hearts much pleasure at their happiness.”
So, agreeing like a priceless pearl dancing in the morning sunlight, each of them joined in
deep, thundering laughter thinking of all the enjoyment they would give and receive.
They also considered how good it would be to make lovely creatures full of gladness and
purposefulness. To crown them with loving kindness and true righteousness. To fill
them with an overflowing stream of abundance. They would know the glorious presence
of their very light.

This is exactly what they did. By the power and authority that was theirs alone, they
willed and spoke all out of nothing. By their words and kind touch they made a man and
a woman and placed them in a special new home. It was a home without walls like an
incredible garden full of trees and flowers and grasses, all kinds of animals and birds.
And deep pools of crystal pure water feeding rivers full of colorful fish. A warm home
with a sun to brighten its day and a moon to rule over its night, with stars sprinkled
across the night sky to sparkle it with that special dash of mystery. The sun was to be a
symbol saying magnificently that “we who made you to know our love are watching over
you by day”. And the moon and stars to likewise say “we also cover you with the tender
blanket of our love during the night”.

The Three as One, the One as Three, in united thought, also decided to breathe a breath
of complete freedom in man’s and woman’s spirit, free will that reflects the image of the
One God. Their hearts would be like birds which soar so high, playing and gliding along
the gentle winds, coming and going at the height of their own pleasure. And like the fish
in the sea diving to boundless depths, frolicking in an endless pool of delight. And like
the animals quietly pacing through a never ending garden of delicious experiences. Like
the flowing rivers and the mountains sweeping winds. All so that man and woman would
willingly choose to be like beautiful flowers planted in, rooted in and stretching out
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towards God. Growing and glowing with the infinite colors of a friendship with the
glorious creator. Basking in the light of holiness. And above all, loving God and loving
his love. Freely given and to be freely received. To be freely returned. All in the spirit
of man’s and woman’s free will.

So, the new humans went about the world in which they had been placed and truly
enjoyed everything there was to enjoy all the while discovering new and fresh things to
take pleasure in. But what was looked forward to most of all was when One of the Three
would visit them. They would talk and laugh and plan and above all love one another.

The days went happily along for quite some time, like a beautifully repeated melody,
until one day, a very sad, a very sorrowful experience took place. A different sort of
creature, about whom God had spoken to the man and woman on numerous Vvisits,
stepped into their new world. They knew the other creature did not love God; and as a
matter of fact he hated God in a very cruel and savage way. Long before the earth was
made and humans were put on it, this evil, rebellious spirit had drawn together many like
creatures to fight for power and control over the highest heavens. They foolishly sought
to destroy all good. It was foolish because they chose to cut themselves off from ever
again knowing God the Creator’s life and beauty. They chose a life of deceit and
darkness to feed upon in a very ugly and twisted way. This evil spirit thrived on
rebellion, on lies and on a jealous, destructive hatred, reveling in that alone.

God had thoroughly warned and prepared the man and woman to face this spirit being,
Satan or Lucifer, and made a way for them to be kept safe from him. For Satan was very
smart and strong in his own dark way. He knew if he could get man to freely choose, to
willingly do something contrary to God’s will, he could seize control of the new world
away from the man and woman. Then he could imitate God’s place of rule over mankind
and the entire earth and the world system.

But the Lord knew the only way Lucifer could touch and violate His man and woman
and their good world was by tricking them in their minds and dulling their wills in such a
way as to seduce them. He would lure them into doing something that would open a door
for his evil control to enter. Evil would then become thoughts and deeds that honor the
dark devil. To keep the new humans from even thinking any such thoughts, God gave
them a safeguard. One that would be simple and always clear before their natural eyes.
It would be an obvious, visible standard to rule the thought life. Like looking towards the
sun to know what darkness is not. Or like looking at the blue sky to know what fiery red
is not. A peaceful, simple test that would daily reinforce their wills and become
encouragement reinforcing goodness.

God had decided beforehand on one of the beautiful trees in their garden. He told man
and woman not to eat any of its fruit. They could eat any of the fruit from the countless
other trees with their abundance, but not from this one! Thus the only way darkness and
evil could enter their lives was if they ate from that one tree and disobeyed the Creator.
So, the tree served for them as a guard for their thoughts. And the fruit of the tree served
as a reminder of God’s word protecting them from doing any possible wrong. It was a
privilege of choice. How they could freely love Him in return. How God’s words were
always true and spoken for their good.

As long as they chose to do what was right all would be well. But if they ever chose to
disobey the word and do evil, then something tragic would happen to them. Yet, who
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would even imagine doing the thing he would least want to do? Who would want to hurt
himself in a land and place of complete comfort, peace, goodness and total friendship?

But it did happen! And, oh what a terrible day it was. The man and woman were
distracted and deceived into doubting and questioning God’s word. They foolishly ate
from the forbidden tree. This forced open the door for Lucifer to seize control over man
and woman’s entire world, to force his rule and power upon them. Instead of freedom
they were given slavery. They were held captive, they and all their children, to do the
will of this evil imitation god. Instead of endless beauty there was a type of ugliness.
Instead of light there was a subtle darkness, a darkness that slowly numbed and blinded
their wills and thoughts. Instead of eternal life, theirs was to be lasting death. No more
walks in the garden with their King. No more knowing moment by moment the joy of
the breath of the constant love within them. No more endless pleasures. Something
called wrong doing or sin had entered them as a seed to destroy them both and separate
them from the joyful friendship with their Maker.

What a dark and sad day indeed for the man and the woman! When One of the Three
came and spoke to them about what would now become of them, he spoke briefly of a
second chance. He spoke of an eternal justice. And he spoke of a faithful friend who
would one day come to remove their shame, destroy the devil’s false authority and not
only restore what was lost, but would lift them all to a place of honor in the very heart of
the Creator. There they would live with Him forever. They would know his presence
always.

With that lone comfort and encouragement, the man and woman were sent out of their
garden paradise to the fields to continue their lives. To have many children. To build a
shelter. To work very hard and to suffer an inner pain called loneliness because they
missed the closeness of their God, his friendship. Yet, they constantly reminded
themselves and each other about the true Friend who would one day come to make right
all that was wrong. They looked forward to this coming with something called hope.
After the awful events of that day of death, they now believed God’s words very deeply
with something called trust. They were in many ways happy in God’s love and Spirit of
forgiveness with something called rest. They could still sense his Presence with
something they called peace.

Now, many years and generations have passed. The Earth became filled with human
beings living in all parts and places. They came and went and they thought mainly about
themselves, their own lives and little else. They lived and with each dying generation,
they became more and more self-centered. So much so that almost everyone, except
those living in a tiny land named for the tribes of Jacob, had completely forgotten the
ancient story about the promised Friend who was to one day come. And sadly, even they
had to be constantly reminded. As a matter of fact, most people alive elsewhere could
see no real need for such a person. They had lost all understanding of lasting justice and
all care for the knowledge of the Living Creator. Even the idea of such a Maker revolted
most people. They thought they were their own gods. Other tribes made a god, one to fit
themselves or what they wanted to worship. On top of all that confusion, Satan created
many shadow forms of worship which all secretly focused on himself as the hidden god
of the universe.

The few in Israel who were really waiting and watching for this special Friend certainly
were not disappointed at all. For he came as he said! To a sleeping, cold world He
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