
THE CITY

Aaron couldn't believe his eyes. The things he looked upon were too

wonderful, too marvelous! All the buildings were like palaces. Children

played in and around lush gardens while fountains bubbled and sprayed

and splashed. The streams of water seemed alive and to laugh along with

the children who also sang beautifully. Music and singing were certainly

a wonderful part of life in this place. Perfumed scents of all sorts

moved past Aaron's nose. He especially liked the cinnamon mint aroma

along one special street. You could almost taste it!

His eyes feasted as did all his being even in the midst of the crowds

lining the crystal streets cheering wildly. His friend drew Aaron near

for reassurances as the people grew very loud. Aaron felt like a son and

enjoyed the tender warmth and comfort.

The road led to the banks of a small river that ran through the

city. It looked just like the pure, glassy sweet waters the raft had

floated on. Aaron reached down and cupped a mouthful. It tasted as

great as ever. Seeing the familiar river made him feel an intimate

sense of closeness like when you come home after a long tiring journey.

They followed the small river as it led throughout the city. Beauty

upon beauty was everywhere revealed. One unusual place had cascading gar-

dens terraced along a large hillside. The main house had a garden

of thick vines growing up and down its sides, both spilling from above

and twisting from below. Berries and fruit hung all up and down them.

Birds gathered food and butterflies were allover the place looking

like unusual flowers with wings. Hummingbirds darted in and out of the

vines competing with the butterflies.

Finally the river flowed towards a big open area where only a large

white chair stood on a stone platform all carved out of rock. The river

made a pool around it and there it seemed to stop. A little bridge went

from the open square to the carved chair which Aaron believed was the

ruler's throne. The person who had guided him and become his trusted

friend walked over the bridge and sat down on the throne! Aaron sat

nearby on a step. He was dazzled and in awe mixed with a measure

of shock.
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